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I-Tsing refers to the " many servants, male and female"l in
monasteries, but who they were and what desigaations they had can-
not at present be ascertained. But among the important officers of
the monastery may be mentioned the Ching-fa-tsong, the Treasure of
the Good Laws the Sthavira, the presiding priest, and the Karmadana.
At Nalanda, the congregation, out of the excessive respect they had
for Silabhadra, the Treasure of the Good Law,.not venturing to call
him by his name, gave him the appellation of Ching-fa-tsong. There
was another officer designated as the "Chief Almoner", who provided
Silabhadra with all things necessary without stint, paying his res-
pects according to ceremonial: approaching him on his knees, kissing
his foot and bowing his head to the ground. After the usual greet-
ings the CUng-Fa-Tsong ordered seats to be brought and spread out
and desired the Master of the Law, Yuan Chwang and the rest to
be seated,2 In the Tamralipti monastery, this "Managing Priest"
examined water at the side of a well If it had no insects, the water
was fit for consumption; if it had some, it was filtered.3

Hwui Lun, a Korean, who probably followed Yuan Chwang, saw
some of these officers at Nalanda. " The Superior ", he says, " is a
very old man; .the karmadana or viharasvdmi or -viharapala is the chief
officer after the superior; and to him the utmost deference is paid/'4

Yiian Chwang refers to an important officer of the monastery,
whom he calls Karmadana. When he went to Nalanda, he was
cordially received by the whole community of monks, preferred a
special seat by the side of the Sthavira (the presiding priest), and
when he took his seat, the rest too sat down. After this the
Karmadana was directed to sound the bell (ghanta) and proclaim:
"Whilst the Master of the Law dwells In the convent, all the
commodities used by the priests and all the appliances of religion
are for his convenience, in common with the rest".5

This important officer in the monastery, also called the "sub-
director " (Karmaddna), had several duties. He supervised the
monastic tasks with his three garments (triklvara\ especially when
a woman came into a vihara\ but this practice was considered by
I-Tsing "too strict a custom".6 Ha was also called the Managing

1 Shamans Hwui Li and Yen-Tsiing, Life ofHiusn Tsiang, p* 105.
3 Ibid., Introduction, p. XXVII.
* I-Tsingf op. tit, p. 62,
*  Shamans Hwui Li and Yen-Tsung, ^. cit., p. XXVII (latr.)
* Ibid., p. 106.   Also see Ibid,, pp. XVII, XXVI; t A*, X,
6 I-Tsing, op. nVM p. 84.